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Background

ÅPastoralism ςextensive 
livestock production system 
ςmain production systems 
in rangelands and drylands

ÅRangelands & drylands 
cover about 40% of total 
land surface (FAO, 2011)

ÅEstimated 200-500 
million pastoralists -
majority live in 
developing countries



Economic value of pastoralism



Pastoralists lands 
unsuitable for 
ΨǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩ

Arid & semi arid climatic 
conditions characterized by low 
rainfall and high/low temperatures



Similar characteristics in different contexts

Kenya

ÅLow land areas
ÅLow rainfall 
ÅHigh temperatures
ÅKeep cattle, sheep, 
goats, camels
ÅLow market orientation

Peru

ÅHigh land areas
ÅLow rainfall 
ÅExtreme cool 
temperatures
ÅKeep Alpacas, Llama
ÅHigh market orientation



Land management is critical 
for sustaining pastoralists 
productive systems

Pastoralists have relied on 
customary institutions and practices 
to manage their lands

Communal land systems guarantees 
access & utilization of land, but have 
suffered CPR challenges

Indigenous ecological knowledge & 
customary practices have enabled 
pastoralist thrive



Pastoralists facing 
increasing pressure 
over their lands

ÅFive key drivers

1. Unfavourablepublic 
policy

2. Population growth

3. Economic activities

4. Urbanisation

5. Climate change



Evolution of land 
tenure regimes 
in pastoralist 
communities


